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ASA 2018
Theme of the event:  Vernacular Living
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Title: BEYOND ORDINARY
Laisssuen
Key idea Global innovation and local resilience: how does vernacular architecture respond

and adapt to the contemporary society and advance technology?

Summary description of the theme

1. The fundamental idea of ‘vernacular living’

‘BEYOND ORDINARY’ discusses the roles vernacular architecture plays in the contemporary life of Thai
society. It attempts to extend the interpretation of vernacular architecture to not only the material
objects, but also as the mode of living which is seamlessly integrated in everyday life. Rather than
elaborating on the generic (physical) form of vernacular architecture, ‘BEYOND ORDINARY’ emphasises on
its emergent process which reflects the local knowledge, identity and culture that in turn define ‘our’

vernacular architecture in the contemporary world.
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2. Interpretation of ‘vernacular living’

Interpretations of vernacular architecture are classified into two main approaches. Both representations are
transmissible and reflect on each other. Firstly, materialised or tangible representation includes the form of
architecture, materials and surfaces, construction process and technology. Secondly, subjective or
intangible representation includes local identity, distinction, ways of thinking, local knowledge, ethics,

occupations and so on.
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3. Challenges of ‘vernacular living’

Nowadays, local architecture is challenged by the continuing process of globalisation, climate change and
the change of the mode of society, for example, the transformation from the rural living into the urban
living. ‘BEYOND ORDINARY’ discusses on the way in which vernacular architecture respond to these
changes of the ways of living in four main activities of everyday life: domestic living space, working place,
social space and infrastructure of the city. Theses spaces will be interrogated by architects and specialist
researchers on the question of: why does vernacular architecture need architect; and, how could architect,

researcher and developing technology advance the vernacular architecture in the future?
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Implementation of the theme

Four spaces of everyday life which includes domestic space, working space, social space and infrastructure
of the city will be presented as four main pavilions and elaborated by a pair of architect and specialist
researcher. Furthermore, the fixed event spaces (13 spaces; key theme ‘BEYOND ORDINARY’ exhibition
(introduction), International design competition exhibition, Asa award exhibition, Asa members exhibition,
Thai architectural schools exhibition, Asa can exhibition, Conservation and Vernadoc group exhibition, Asa
friends exhibition, Mor-bann, Asa crew, Asa club, Asa book shop & Asa shop and Main stage) will also be
assiened with each local material and elaborated by a pair of architect and specialist researcher. The
applying local materials are wood, bamboo, masonry, laterite or adobe.

Each pavilion will display the content of exhibition or activity which consists of two parts: first is the
documentary of “making of the pavilion”, second is the individual exhibition of each pavilion. The content
of exhibition would be displayed through a variety of media types, for example; performance, activities,
documentary and film.

To be conclude, there will be 17 pavilions to be designed in the context of vernacular living theme with

the brief provided.
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Summary of main pavilion’s contents
1. Domestic living space- the transformation of multipurpose spaces in vernacular architecture, how does

dweller adapt the generic architecture to conform to the contemporary life?
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2. Working space- the change in the integration spaces between domestic space, working space and
mobile workplace, how does developing technology appropriate the vernacular architecture and
workplace?

3. Social space- what is the role of social space play in the contemporary social encounter pattern?

4. Move in space- If we view varieties of vernacular mobility as evidence of responsive mechanism to
contemporary society, what would be the possible scenarios of city/place in the future?

5. Other pavilions- should architects develop the issue of content accordance with their interest or
assigned materials and local construction knowledge. For example; ASA Competition Pavilion’s architect

shall provide the public proposal of competition.
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