“THE RIGHT TO JOY"”

A BILL OF RIGHTS FOR USERS OF ARCHITECTURE
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INTRODUCTION

Every one of us is affected by architecture, by the built environment
around us. Buildings have an effect on all of our lives — whether
we are their owners, developers, landlords, tenants, occupants,
workers in work-places, or even merely passers-by.

The influences of the buildings we live in, work in, or experience
every day can be positive, neutral or negative. At the best of times
they can uplift us, create a setting for happy, fulfilled lives. But they
can also depress us, or make our day to day lives uncomfortable,
miserable, and stressful.

If architecture has such a strong influence on our lives, should not
users of architecture be entitled to certain fundamental rights?
Rights that we as users can demand from the people responsible
for creating buildings: from our leaders, government agencies,
bureaucrats, planners, architects, engineers, developers,
investors, owners, landlords...

This is a set of rights which all of us should be entitled to, and

which we should demand.
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" T H E R I G H T T O J O Y n Architecture shall provide every person

who inhabits a building:
A BILL OF RIGHTS FOR USERS OF ARCHITECTURE

i a a g 8 @ a @ " The right to physical, emotional and spiritual well-being.

6®RNEE 01957 DSBS 23een eg&@é)oéém@ 2355255 The right fo public open space (to live within community, to be within easy reach of
public space and amenities)

" LD @ @ 5 @J 5 611(] 8.':) @ Lb g D‘] 66') LD " The right fo private open space (gardens, courtyards, balconies, terraces )

. . 2 s 3 E s The right fo interact with nature (via open spaces, as well as via views and vistas)
(6T g5erflein) SL LG L S&HEm60HSTe0T o _flennsefler Qam@LL

The right to fresh air
The right to feel the breeze and/or warmth
The right to natural light

The right to experience sunrise and sunset

The right to control the relationship between inside and outside
The right to privacy
The right to personalize

The right to dignity

The right to cope with disabilities
The right to age with dignity

The right to an environment that will age gracefully

The right fo build with what you have (to use one's own skills and resources)

The right to affordability

The right to grow
The right to hope
The right to joy
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THE RIGHT TO PUBLIC OPEN SPACE
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THE RIGHT TO PRIVATE OPEN SPACE
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THE RIGHT TO INTERACT WITH NATURE
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THE RIGHT TO FRESH AIR
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THE RIGHT TO FEEL THE BREEZE
AND/OR WARMTH
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THE RIGHT TO NATURAL LIGHT
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THE RIGHT TO EXPERIENCE SUNRISE AND SUNSET
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THE RIGHT TO CONTROL THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN INSIDE AND OUTSIDE
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THE RIGHT TO PRIVACY
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THE RIGHT TO PERSONALIZE
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THE RIGHT TO DIGNITY
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THE RIGHT TO AN ENVIRONMENT
THAT WILL AGE GRACEFULLY
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THE RIGHT TO COPE WITH DISABILITIES
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THE RIGHT TO AGE WITH DIGNITY
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THE RIGHT TO BUILD WITH WHAT YOU HAVE
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THE RIGHT TO AFFORDABILITY

ges a8 e gad BOs0d aB8®
Bamereausan. QFuusgow 2 Mo

21




22

BACKGROUND NOTE

This Bill of Rights for Users of Architecture was born out of the
realization that many of the joys that we as architects try to achieve

for our clients are not available to very large numbers of people.

Many people have no say in the environments they are forced by
circumstances to live in and work in. In addition, many have their
conveniences, senses and sensibilities jarred by buildings that they

are compelled to live next to, or pass by on daily routines.

The UN Charter on Housing contained in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and proclamations by the UN
Special Rapporteur on Housing are limited to definitions of
‘adequate housing’. This Bill of Rights takes the much broader
viewpoint that all users of Architecture should be entitled fo the
Right to Joy and many other related rights that ensure physical,
emotional and spiritual well-being.

Originally mooted in 2016, this Bill of Rights has been refined
through conversations among the architectural fraternity as well
as in workshops in the South Asian ré'gion. The intention that it
should be disseminated to a wider audience has come to fruition
in the form of this booklet and a set of six posters. It also has an

interactive online presence at www.instagram.com/therightojoy

It is our hope that those who work with disadvantaged groups
carry this message to that wider audience. The publication is
being launched to coincide with UN Habitat Day.

Colombo.
October, 2019.
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