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Course / Learning Objectives



3.5% of the land area in the United States is occupied by cities. 

63% of the United States population lives in cities.

Source: US Census Bureau
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Jackson

Minneapolis

Chicago

New York

Source: World Population Review

8,580,015

2,720,546

420,721

169,148



NY 49

IL 41

MN 36

MS 12

NUMBER OF LICENSED ARCHITECTS
TOTAL REGISTRATIONS

PER CAPITA # OF ARCHITECTS PER 100,000 RESIDENTS

Source: Design Intelligence

9707

5306

3481

364
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What happens when people make 
design & planning a priority in their 
cities?



Spaces and Places 2018, photograph by Amina Hassen WXY



Hard questions are asked of 
architects



Why is outside so important in cities?
Rockaway Boardwalk WXY  - photo Albert Vecerka Esto



What makes architecture important?



What is the cost of not investing in 
healthy urban environments?
Or better yet
What are the benefits of investing in 
healthy urban environments?



Imagine if all infrastructure spending 
required a community design driven 
process and infrastructure was defined 
as with anything you could add system 
on the end of…



Health System -
schools?

Bronx Charter School for the Arts WXY photo Albert Vecerka EstoBronx Charter School for the Art previous facility 



Health System –
streets?

Astor Place Reconfiguration 2017  WXY photo Amy BarkowAstor Place prior to reconstruction 2015



Health System –
streets?

Grand Central Terminal Next 100 WXYAstor Place prior to reconstruction 2015



Health System -
greenways?

Queenway Plan – WXY/ Dland for Trust for Public Land





Health System -
boardwalks?

Rockaway Boardwalk Reconstruction – WXY photography Wade Zimmerman



Health System -
roofs?

DSNY 125 Garage and Salt Shed – WXY Dattner  photography Albert Vecerka Esto



Health System -
roofs?

DSNY 125 Garage and Salt Shed – WXY Dattner  photography Albert Vecerka Esto



Health System -
roofs?

Urban Beekeeping NYC – Stephan Jaklitsch View of the Highline / Whitney Museum



Health System -
walls?

DSNY 125 Garage and Salt Shed –Dattner /WXY photography Chuck Choi



Health System -
porches?

Kearny Point– WXY  photography Amy Barkow



Health System -
benches?

The Battery Bosque– WXY - photography Albert Vecerka Esto



Health System -
Pushing the envelope

The Battery Bosque– WXY - photography Albert Vecerka Esto







Ville Radieuse
Le Corbusier 1935





Garden Cities of To-morrow
Ebenezer Howard, 1902















Minor adjustments
Add IMD
Ass creek















A man stands on crusted sewage in Bubbly Creek at West 39th and South Morgan Streets in the Bridgeport neighborhood, circa April 1911























































































Communities are groups of people: neighbors, 
friends, co-workers, children, parents, 
grandparents, teachers, nurses, police, 
entrepreneurs, professionals, students…

Downtown Jackson, MS – photograph by Keith Isaacs Photo, LLC for AIA’s Blueprint for Better



2915 North State Street    Jackson Mississippi   39216   601-713-1128 

Midtown Jackson, MS – photograph by Keith Isaacs Photo, LLC for AIA’s Blueprint for Better

When communities fail, they 
must be rebuilt from the inside.



Duvall Decker Office – photograph by Timothy Hursley



James H. White Library Renovation at Mississippi Valley State University – Duvall Decker – photograph by Timothy Hursley



Dumas Hall Renovation at Alcorn State University – Duvall Decker – photograph by Timothy Hursley



Coahoma County Higher Education Center, Clarksdale, MS – Duvall Decker – photograph by James Patterson



MCJ Indianola Office – Duvall Decker – photograph by Mark Howell



2915 North State Street    Jackson Mississippi   39216   601-713-1128 

Mississippi Library Commission Headquarters – Duvall Decker with Burris/Wagnon – photograph by Timothy Hursley





Jackson, Mississippi Water Main Breaks, January 2010
$200 to $400 Million Dollars to Repair the Water Sewer System

City of Jackson  Website

Photograph by Roy Decker



Jackson Housing Authority Commercial Building Renovation, Midtown Jackson, MS – Duvall Decker – photograph by Mark Howell



Jackson, MS

Midtown

Duvall Decker



Duvall Decker



Building Condition Surveys in Progress – photographs by Duvall Decker



Community Meeting in Process – photograph by Duvall Decker



Midtown Master Plan Analysis – Duvall Decker





Master Planning Process – Duvall Decker



Midtown Master Plan Initiatives – Duvall Decker



Lead with Affordable Housing/Remove Liabilities

Midtown Master Plan Liabilities & Intervention Sites – graphics, photographs by Duvall Decker





Midtown Master Plan – Duvall Decker



Jackson Housing Authority Midtown Affordable Housing – Duvall Decker – photograph by Timothy Hursley



Jackson Housing Authority Midtown Affordable Housing – Duvall Decker



Jackson Housing Authority Midtown Affordable Housing – Duvall Decker – photograph by Mark Howell



Jackson Housing Authority Midtown Affordable Housing – Duvall Decker – photograph by Mark Howell



Jackson Housing Authority Midtown Affordable Housing – Duvall Decker – photograph by Mark Howell



Jackson Housing Authority Midtown Affordable Housing – Duvall Decker – photograph by Mark Howell



Jackson Housing Authority Midtown Affordable Housing – Duvall Decker



Jackson Housing Authority Midtown Affordable Housing – Duvall Decker – photograph by Mark Howell



West Millsaps Affordable Housing – Duvall Decker – photograph by Keith Isaacs Photo, LLC



West Millsaps Affordable Housing – Duvall Decker – photograph by Barrett Photographyphotograph by Keith Isaacs Photo, LLC



Jackson Housing Authority Commercial Building Renovation – Duvall Decker – photographs by Keith Isaacs Photo, LLC and Duvall Decker (pre-renovation)



Jackson Housing Authority Commercial Building Renovation – Duvall Decker – photograph by Keith Isaacs Photo, LLC photograph by Keith Isaacs Photo, LLC for AIA’s Blueprint for Better



Jackson Housing Authority Commercial Building Renovation – Duvall Decker –
photograph by Keith Isaacs Photo, LLC 



Jackson Housing Authority Commercial Building Renovation – Duvall Decker – photograph by Mark Howell



Midtown Master Plan – Duvall Decker and Midtown Partners



photographs from madeinmidtownjxn.com, website of the Business Association of Midtown 
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