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This presentation is protected 

by U.S. and international 

copyright laws. 

Reproduction, distribution, 

display and use of the 

presentation without written 

permission of the speaker is 

prohibited.

This program is registered with the AIA/CES for 

continuing professional education. As such, it does not 

include content that may be deemed or construed to 

constitute approval, sponsorship or endorsement by AIA 

of any method, product, service, enterprise or 

organization. 

The statements expressed by speakers, panelists, and 

other participants reflect their own views and do not 

necessarily reflect the views or positions of The American 

Institute of Architects, or of AIA components, or those of 

their respective officers, directors, members, employees, 

or other organizations, groups or individuals associated 

with them. 

Questions related to specific products and services may 

be addressed at the conclusion of this presentation.
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Course / Learning Objectives

• This session offers you a front row seat to the cutting-edge advances destined to 
inform and influence the architectural practice of the future.

• The 2017 AIA Knowledge Communities Innovations Awards jury and Technology in 
Architectural Practice Knowledge Community leadership share an insider's view of 
the firms and projects recognized for this achievement. You'll gather with peers and 
colleagues to consider possible implications, trends, and opportunities for the 
profession at large, with the field's most remarkable new advances as the backdrop.

• Join this inspired celebration and enlivened discourse on how these innovations can 
advance the profession and practice of architecture-including your own practice.
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Why are we here?

BY

Introduction:

• Innovation in architecture practice today
• The Awards Program
• The Jury

2017 Awards Program:

• Key Themes and Observations from Jury Discussions
• 4 projects - Award recipient overview

Discussion:

• Themes and patterns
• What is up and coming in architecture, near- and long term?
• What do you see as up and coming in your practice?
• What would you like to see?
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Goal of Innovation Awards

Was getting up for this worth it?

How can these projects inspire me to think about 
my work differently?

What can I take back to the office?

BY
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Goal of Innovation Awards

Mission Statement:

The Innovation Awards recognize the exemplary use and implementation of innovative technologies and 
progressive practices among architects and designers, their collaborators, and their clients, in support of 
the design, delivery and operation of buildings or research in practice and academia.

BY
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Intention of Awards

What is innovation in practice today?

How does technology play a role?

How do the Knowledge Communities play a role?

Awards history: from BIM to Technology to Innovation

BY
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Intention

Categories:

1. Stellar Design

2. Project Delivery & Construction Administration Excellence

3. Project Lifecycle Performance

4. Practice-Based or Academic Research, Curriculum or Applied Technology Development

5. Exemplary Use In A Small Firm

6. People's Choice

BY
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Designing the Jury

Matt Krissel, AIA (Chair), Kieran Timberlake, Philadelphia
Tyler Goss, Turner Construction, San Francisco
Paola Moya, Assoc. AIA, Marshall Moya Design, Washington, DC
Jeffrey Pastva, AIA, Davis Architects, Philadelphia
Brian Skripac, Assoc. AIA, CannonDesign, Pittsburgh

• Breadth of experience

• Demonstrated innovators

• Architectural roots

• Diverse

BY
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2017 Award Recipients 

• Broad range of project but there were no 
submissions in “Project Lifecycle” and there 
were disqualified and limited ones in “Small 
Firm”

• Innovation vs New Common Standard and 
moving from novel to normalized practice

• Pace of Innovation is faster than many projects 
move from “Mind to Market”. Many would be 
considered innovative several years ago but are 
now a better representation of Best Practices. 

• Bar is rising of what innovation is within the 
profession but there still remains a uneven 
distribution of innovation across the profession. 

• Need a cultural shift that moves the 
understanding away from “just tools” and 
process, to how technology advances people, 
processes and the marketplace of ideas

Key Themes and Observations from Jury Discussions

MK
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Practice-based or Academic Research, 

Curriculum or Applied Technology Development

Honorable Mention: Reality Capture Workshop

Project Delivery and Construction 

Administration Excellence

Citation: Garden Village

Stellar Design

Honorable Mention: The Yard at Chicago Shakespeare Theater

Stellar Design

Citation: Baha’i Temple of South America
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Practice-based or Academic Research, 

Curriculum or Applied Technology Development

Honorable Mention
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REALITY CAPTURE WORKSHOP

Jury Comments:

This project is extraordinary 
in its scope and aspiration 
and a great example of 
using typical reality capture 
tools in atypical ways. 
The historic preservation 
advances made by 
recording and filling in 
research gaps is admirable, 
highlighting the need for 
digital capture in the field. 
The team’s ability to build 
necessary local relationships 
and effectively deliver on the 
research questions amplifies 
their contribution.  
We are excited to see how 
the project develops, scales, 
and becomes more 
accessible.
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LASER SCANNING AERIAL PHOTOGRAMMETRY PHOTOGRAMMETRY
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GARDEN VILLAGE

Project Delivery and Construction 

Administration Excellence

Citation: Garden Village
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Jury Comments:

This project exemplifies the 
critical role of innovation in 
design, construction, and 
project delivery to meet the 
significant housing challenges 
of today. 

A model of doing more with 
less, the team created a high-
density housing project that is 
desirable and sets a new bar 
for off-site construction at this 
scale, while also being 
sustainable and economical.

The innovative fabrication and 
modular construction process 
combined with design, 
attention to daylight, and 
access to the outside makes 
for a meaningful, elegant, and 
holistic solution to the housing 
crisis.  

We are excited about the 
precedent this sets for the 
design and construction 
industry.
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Commercial rooftop farm delivers 16 tons of hyper-local produce to the community
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Stellar Design

Honorable Mention
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Jury Comments:

The architects balanced 
numerous design and 
constructability challenges to 
deliver a project that 
beautifully blends difficult 
existing conditions with a 
technically demanding 
program. 
The project’s flexible and 
sustainable use of space 
allows for multiple 
configurations and full 
utilization of the site in a way 
that can evolve with future 
programming.
From the project delivery, its 
use of technology and 
design creativity, this project 
elevates the real demands 
of audience experience, 
structure, and systems 
configuration to expand the 
artistic possibilities of the 
resident theater companies. 



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46

BAHÁ’Í TEMPLE OF SOUTH AMERICA

Stellar Design

Citation
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Jury Comments:

This highly aspirational work 
of architecture was a labor 
of love informed by over 10 
years of research and 
analysis. 
The result of a 
transdisciplinary, global 
collaboration, it was 
thoughtfully conceived and 
exceptionally well-executed. 
The treatment of normative 
materials like marble and 
glass with groundbreaking 
technology and elegant 
detailing creates a 
transcendental moment, 
amplifying the building's 
purpose.
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NL

Discussion
Innovation:

Themes and Patterns - Award Recipients & your offices

Short-and Long term

Awards Program: how to keep evolving?

TAP and the Knowledge Communities
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Thank you!
Inspiration & Discourse: The AIA Innovation Awards
Course Number FR111


